
 1 

SPOKANE COUNTY EMS & TRAUMA CARE COUNCIL 
June 11, 2019, 9 a.m. – 10 a.m. 

Spokane Fire Training Center Auditorium 
 
Council Chair, Mike Lopez, called the meeting to order and attendees introduced themselves. 
 
Members/Alternates/Ex-Officio Members Present: 
Carolyn Cartwright, Mike Charter, Tom Chavez, Sharon Colby, Dr. Greg Cover, Dr. Travis 
Dierks, Dr. Joel Edminster, Veronica Mitchell-Jones, Dr. Jim Nania, Randy Olson, Paul Priest, 
Sharon Rainer, Patrick Ramsey, Lonnie Rash, Adam Richards, Cody Rohrbach, Leah Salmon-
Conroy, Jason Satcher, David Sewell, Johnnie Sylvester, Cathy St. Amand 
 
Guests Present: 
Matt Albright (Providence), Kasey Austin (SFD), Craig Bakker (PSHMC), Jim Bradley (PHS), 
Deb Bried (Valley Hospital), Tim Churchill (REDiHCC), Tammie Drapeau (AMR), Michelle 
Ensminger (INHS), Bryan Hanley (INHS), Dr. Tom Highfill (Valley Hospital), Dr. Ken Isaacs 
(PHS), Deanna Jones (PSHMC), Karyn Manor (Deaconess), Denise McCurdy (PSHMC), Beth 
Perkins (PSHMC), Dr. Todd Putren (Valley Hospital), Steve Tevlin (NQ) 
 
Office Staff Present: 
Cindy Pavlischak, EMS Council Officer Administrator & County Coordinator 
 
MINUTES:   
It was M/S/P to approve the May 2019 minutes. 
 
CHAIR’S REMARKS:  Mike Lopez 
 Successful EMS week celebrations and awards took place the week of May 19-25. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Patrick Ramsey 
 Financial reports for May 2019: 

No questions or issues. 
 2020 Budget:  Any Council member who would like to participate in the EMS Council 

budget planning meetings should contact Mike Lopez, Patrick Ramsey, or Cindy. The 
plan is to present the proposed 2020 budget at the July 9 meeting. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 AMR Request: 

Mike reviewed AMR’s request to the Council for approval of a temporary workforce plan 
should there be an AMR labor work action resulting in a significant reduction in available 
ambulances.  AMR submitted their original request to DOH who in turn told AMR to 
consult with local emergency management.  The committee discussed the issue. 
Action:  It was M/S/P to have the Chair draft a letter to DOH explaining that AMR’s 
request was discussed at today’s EMS Council meeting and that: 

1. The Council believes it is outside their purview to make this decision.   
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2. The Council agreed that this is DOH’s responsibility and they should follow their 
own policies in this regard. 

3. The local past practice has been that the MPD has vetted/approved incoming 
personnel to help staff if there is a need. 

4. Spokane County would not be able to meet patient needs if there is a work 
stoppage due to AMR labor action. 

Mike will draft letter today and Cindy will send out to Council for approval. 
 MultiCare Deaconess Hospital Triage Destination Inquiry: 

Mike Lopez read the letter from MultiCare requesting a rotation between hospitals, based 
on odd/even days of the month, to be utilized after meeting patient request, physician 
practice preference, etc.  Mike noted that this change would require a change to the 
County Operating Procedures.  Dr. Nania reminded the committee that diversion is not 
allowed for trauma, cardiac, stroke patients. 
Dr. Edminster said that interacting with EMS is an important way to encourage them 
recommending your facility to patients.  ER physician involvement with EMS personnel 
and agencies also creates hospital preference. David Sewell, EMS Liaison for Deaconess 
would like to see EMS personnel educated on what is available at both hospitals.  Options 
could include an ad hoc sub-committee to look at this further, or agencies could spend 
time educating their personnel further in what is available at both hospitals.  There will 
need to be a response to MutiCare’s request either way. 
Action:  The Council feels the system is working as is and does not believe that an 
odd/even day rotation is necessary.  Council encouraged agencies to further educate their 
EMS personnel as to care offered at both hospitals. Also suggest that Deaconess 
encourage their ER physician staff to participate in EMS Council and look at getting 
involved with EMS agencies that want/need medical advisors. 
It was M/S/P to have the Chair draft a letter to MultiCare reviewing the Council 
discussion and decision. 

 Stroke Program – Dr. Isaacs, Regional Medical Director, Providence Health Care   
Dr. Isaacs thanked Fire and AMR for recent care they provided to him. 
He reviewed the stroke program at Providence as well as some statistics on care provided 
the last several years.  He stated the program is here to serve the community and work 
with EMS.   

 INHS Training Course Applications:: 
• Initial EMT-SGA  Dates:  9/2/19 – 12/20/19 
• ESE Refresher   Date:  9/27/19 

Action:  It was M/S/P to approve these course applications. 
 

PROTOCOL COMMITTEE: Tom Chavez 
 Update:  Tom reviewed what will be discussed at the next meeting on June 20. 

  
REPORTS: 
 EMS WAC Revision:  Mike Lopez 

The next meeting is Thursday and Mike has crafted a proposal for airway requirements 
that he will present at the meeting. 

 Inland Empire Fire Chiefs:  Lonnie Rash 
No report.   
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 SREC Board:  Cody Rohrbach 
1. Cody said the Board is working toward full integration of EMS and Law 

Enforcement with everyone working together.  All communication priorities are 
now funded. 

City Council issues:   
2. Timeline (moving towards July 1) 
3. Mitigation for employees 
4. City Council wants board position on SREC.  Fire and law have equal 

representation on board.   
 East Region EMS & TCC:  Adam Richards 

The next meeting is tomorrow. The ACS survey is done but don’t have results yet. 
 REDi Healthcare Coalition:  Carolyn Cartwright 

June 6 was the Coalition Surge Test.  The AAR will be coming soon.  New staff includes 
Tim Churchill, Communications Coordinator. 

 Curriculum & PM Advisory Committee/INHS Training:  Michelle Ensminger 
Bryan Hanley thanked the Council for their support of the program.  Many folks from the 
2017-2018 cohort have passed the NREMT on their first attempt.  Cohort 2018-2019 is 
currently in hospital clinical rotations.  INHS will be contacting field agencies to 
schedule clinical rotations.  The application process for the 2019-2020 cohort will close 
the end of this month. 

 FAFB:  Jason Satcher 
Sky Fest is on June 22nd and starts at 0900. 

 QI Committee:  Dr. Nania 
• Today the Committee will be reviewing Trauma KPI data from 2018 
• CARES and JAWS reports were reviewed by Dr. Nania. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/OTHER BUSINESS: 
 EMS Live@Nite June 2019 classes: 

• June 4, 2019 – Velocity Injury (Trauma Assessment) 
• June 11, 2019 – OD/Narcan Administration (BVM Ventilation) 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED. 
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