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Special Considerations In the Treatment of Patients Recently Immunized

Against Smallpox

Small pox immunization is accomplished by inoculating the skin with a live strain of a similar virus called vacinia.  In general, it is a safe and effective means of preventing smallpox.  However, this technique and the use of a live vaccine produces an active wound which, contact with, can transmit vacinia.  For most of us, exposure to vacinia would only be a potential minor problem, but, for patients who are immunosuppressed, or have chronic skin conditions and the pregnant, exposure to vacinia can result in serious consequences.  Therefore, simple precautions should be taken in treating patients who present to our EMS system for any reason when they have been recently immunized against smallpox and still have the small healing wound associated with that process.

1. Universal precautions, of course, should be followed

2. Bandages should be left in place when already present.

3. Direct contact with the wound should be avoided.

4. If rebandaging of an immunization site is required, this should be accomplished by taping two layers of dry gauze over the wound.

5. Should contact with an open immunization site occur, the EMS provider should immediately cleanse the area with warm water and soap or with an alcohol hand rub.

6. Clothing that comes in contact with a vaccination site should be kept separate from other items and laundered in hot water with detergent and/or bleach. 

7. Direct exposure to a wound should be reported in accordance with existing guidelines regarding exposure to infectious diseases.

(End)

R 162

