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DIABETIC COMA AND INSULIN

SHOCK FACT SHEET

SIGNS AND


DIABETIC COMA


INSULIN SHOCK

SYMPTOMS


(ketoacidosis)



(Low Blood Sugar)
Appearance


Extremely ill



Very weak

Skin



Red and dry



Pale

Mouth



Dry




Drooling

Thirst



Intense




Absent

Hunger



Absent




Intense

Respiratory


Exaggerated air hunger

Normal to shallow

Breath



Acetone



Normal

BP



Low




Normal

Pulse



Rapid




Normal or may be










rapid

Mental state


Restless, merging into


Apathy, irritability





unconsciousness

Tremor


Absent




Frequent

Improvement


Gradual, 6-12 hours


Immediate, within










minutes of carbo-










hydrate administration

(Reprinted from Washington State Field Protocols)
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