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Quick Clot





 


Law enforcement first responders have recently acquired Quick Clot wound dressings.  This product contains a granular matrix that promotes blood clotting and maybe helpful in controlling bleeding from external wounds.  Also contained in the small kit most frequently worn on law enforcement’s belt are a tourniquet and a pair of surgical gloves.


 


At this time, there is insufficient evidence to recommend the use of this product by our EMS responders.  However, it is possible that EMS providers may be called to treat patients to whom these dressings have been applied.  In general, the dressings should be left in place if they appear adequate to control external bleeding.  Additional pressure dressings and other appropriate techniques should be used to supplement the Quick Clot dressing if ongoing bleeding persists.


 


In the rare case where it appears the dressing has been applied inappropriately or that there is significant vascular bleeding beneath the applied dressing, it may be removed so as to allow better focused application of direct pressure dressings so as to improve bleeding control.


 


James M. Nania, MD, FACEP


Medical Program Director


Spokane County EMS & Trauma Care Council
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