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HYPOGLYCEMIA

As suggested by lethargy or coma in a known diabetic.

1. O2, cardiac monitor, IV.

2. Do Chemstrip.  If blood glucose < 60 mg/dl and patient is conscious and responsive, consider oral glucose intervention.

3. If blood glucose < 60 mg/dl, and patient is unconscious or unable to protect their airway, obtain blood sample, and administer 50 ml 50% dextrose IV.

4. If blood glucose < 60 mg/dl and unable to establish IV, give glucagon 1 mg IM or  

            SQ.

5. If unable to establish IV and if patient’s blood glucose is <60 mg/dl or the patient fails to respond for 10 minutes after glucagon administration, consider establishing IO access for glucose administration.

6. If the patient is wearing an insulin pump, turn the device off or remove the  

           subcutaneous needle with appropriate “sharps” precautions.

7. Perform secondary assessment, look for signs of trauma.  If no response to above measures, follow Coma of Unknown Origin protocol (P 67).

(End)
P 69

