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A
a
before
A-fib or A.F.
atrial fibrillation
ABC
airway/breathing/circulation

abd
abdomen, abdominal

AC
anticubital

ALS
advanced life support

A.M.
morning

AMA
against medical advice

Amp
ampule

A & O x 1-2-3-or 4
alert and oriented to person, place, time, and circumstance

Approx
approximately

ASAP
as soon as possible

AV
atrioventricular

ASA
aspirin

AVPU
alert/responds to verbal stimulus/responds to painful 
stimulus/unresponsive
B
BBB
bundle branch block

b.i.d.
twice daily

bicarb
Sodium bicarbonate

bigem
bigeminy

BLS
basic life support

BP
blood pressure

BPM
beats per minute

brady
bradycardia

BCLS
basic cardiac life support
BM
bowel movement
BS
breath sounds

BVM
bag-valve-mask

BSI
body substance isolation
C

c
with

cc
cubic centimeter

CA
cancer

CABG
coronary artery bypass graft surgery

cap
capsule

CaCl2
calcium chloride

CAD
coronary artery disease
C/C
chief complaint 
CCU
cardiac care unit

CHB
complete heart block

CHF
congestive heart failure

cm
centimeter

CNS
central nervous system

c/o
complains of

CO
carbon monoxide

CO2
carbon dioxide


cont
continuous

COPD
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
CPR
cardiopulmonary resuscitation

CSF
cerebrospinal fluid



CSM
circulation sensation movement

C-spine
cervical spine

CV
cardiovascular

CVA
cerebral vascular accident
D

D & C
dilatation and curettage
D.C.
discontinue

defib
defibrillation

disch
discharge

DKA
diabetic ketoacidosis

DNR
do not resuscitate

DOA
dead on arrival

DOE
dyspnea on exertion

DOT
department of transportation

Dr.
doctor

drsg
dressing

DT’s
delirium tremens

DVT
deep vain thrombosis

D5W
5% dextrose in water

Dx
diagnosis

E
EBL
estimated blood loss

EKG
electrocardiogram

EDC
estimated date of confinement

EEG
electrocardiogram
EENT
eyes, ears, nose and throat

e.g.
for example

EMD
electromechanical dissociation

EMT
emergency medical technician

EMT-D
emergency medical technician - defibrillation

EMT-IV
emergency medical technician - intravenous technician

EMT-I
emergency medical technician - intermediate

EMT-P
emergency medical technician – paramedic

E-mycin
erythromycin

ENT
ear, nose and throat
EOM
extra ocular movements

Epi
epinephrine

E.R. or E.D.
emergency room/emergency department

ET
endotrachael

ETA
estimated time of arrival

Etc
etcetera

ETOH
alcohol/ethanol

Exp
expiratory

EMS
emergency medical service
F

Fr
french

Fx
fracture

FD
fire department

G

GB
gallbladder

GCS
glascow coma scale

GI
gastrointestinal

gtt
drops

GU
genitourinary

H

hr
hour

H2O
water


HCTZ
hydrochlorothiazide

Hg
mercury

HTN
hypertension

Hx
historical exam

HPI
history of present illness/injury

HR
heart rate

Hs
bedtime

I



ICU
intensive care unit

i.e.
that is

IM
intramuscular

incont
incontinent

invol
involuntary

IO
Intraosseous
irreg
irregular
IV
intravenous

IVP
IV push

IVPB
IV piggyback

J



j
joule

JVD
jugular venous distention

K



K*
potassium

KCI
potassium chloride

Kg
kilogram

L



L
liter

L
left
lac
laceration

lat
lateral

lb
pound

lg
large

liq
a liquid solution

LLL
left lower lobe

LLQ
left lower quadrant

LMP
last menstrual period

LOC
loss of consciousness

LPM
liters per minute

LR
lactated ringers

L-S Spine
lumbar sacral spine

L spine
lumbar spine

LUL
left upper love

LUQ
left upper quadrant

LPN
licensed practical nurse

M

MAO
mononmine oxidase inhibitor

MCI
multi-casualty incident

MAE
moves all extremities
MD
medical doctor

mec
meconium

med
medication or medicated

mEq
milliequivalent
mg
milligram

meg
microgram

ml
milliliter

mm
millimeter

mod
moderate

MOI
mechanism of injury

CMS
motor and sensory check

MVA
motor vehicle accident

MPD
medical program director

MIR
medical incident report

N

Na*
sodium


N/A
not applicable

NaCl
sodium chloride

NaHCO3
sodium bicarbonate

NAD
no acute distress

N.C.
nasal cannula

neg
negative

neuro
neurologic

NG
nasogastric

NTG
nitroglycerine

NKA
no known allergy

nl
normal

LNMP
last know menstrual period

ncc
at night

NPA
nasal pharyngeal airway

NPO
nothing by mouth

NS
normal saline

NSR
normal sinus rhythm

N/V
nausea/vomiting

O


O2
oxygen

OB
obstetrical

OD
overdose

OK
okay

OPA
oral pharyngeal airway

OR
operating room

Oz
ounce

P
p
after

PAC
premature atrial contraction

Palp
palpation

PAT
paroxysmal atrial tachycardia


PCN
penicillin

PD
police department

PASG
pneumatic anti-shock garment

PE
physical exam

PEA
pulseless electrical activity
PERL
pupils equal, reactive to light

PID
pelvic inflammatory disease

PJC
premature junctional contraction

PM
afternoon

PMD
private medical doctor

PO
by mouth

post
posterior
P-R
P-R interval

primary
primary assessment

PRN
whenever necessary

PT
patient

PTA
prior to arrival

P/U
pickup

PUD
peptic ulcer disease

PVC
premature ventricular contraction

PE
physical exam

POC
position of comfort

Q
q.d.
every day

q.h
every hour

q2h
every two hours

q.i.d.
four times a day

R
R
right
resp
respirations

RR
respiratory rate

rec’d
received

reg
regular

RLL
right lower lobe

RLQ
right lower quadrant
RN
registered nurse

R/O
rule out

RPM
respirations per minute

RSR
regular sinus rhythm

RUL
right upper lobe

RUQ
right upper quadrant

Rx
prescription

S


s-with line above

without

SB
sinus bradycardia

SQ
subcutaneous

sec
second

SIDS
sudden infant death syndrome

sl
sublingual

sm
small

S.O.
sheriffs office

SOB
shortness of breath

soln
solution


S/P
status post

S/S
signs and symptoms

ST
sinus tachycardia

stat
immediately

STD
sexually transmitted disease

SVT
supraventricular tachycardia

Sx
symptoms

T


tab
tablet

tach
tachycardia

TCA
tri-cyclic antidepressant

TIA
transient ischemic attack

t.i.d.
three times a day

TKO
to keep open

T-L spine
thoraco lumbar spine

TMJ
tempero-mandibular joint
TPN
total parenteral nutrition

trans
transport

T-spine
thoracic spine

tx
treatment

TVI
total volume infused

U


U
unit

URI
upper respiratory infection

UTI
urinary tract infection

UNK
unknown

V


vent
ventricular
V-fib or VF
ventricular fibrillation

via
by way of

vs
versus

VS
vital signs

VT
ventricular tachycardia

W

WD/WN
well developed, well nourished
WNL
within normal limits

WPW
wolf parkinson white syndrome
WSP
washington state patrol

Y


y or yrs
years

Y/O
years old

symbols
definition
@
at


♀
female
♂
male
%
percent
<
less than
>
more than
β
beta

#
number

1o
first degree

2o
second degree

3o
third degree
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