EMS Manual Updates

July 2004-June 2008

July 27, 2004:  To start the change process, please delete G 16, Cancel Refusal Information Form and add a new G16, Patient Refusal of Treatment/Transport and delete G14, Non-Transport of Patients and insert a new Non-Transport of Patients, G 16A.  We have also added a new Guideline, Cancellation/Slowdown, G 17.  
Three current pages have had two Guidelines on them and we made each of them a single page with no changes.  The six are Medical Control, Documentation, Blood Draws, Medications and Allergies, Spontaneous Abortion, and Sexual Assault.  The first six are Guidelines and the last two are Ob-Gyn.  Nitroglycerin, D 186 has been changed to add two new ED drugs, Levitra and Cialis, to Contraindications 3.  Benadryl, D 169, has deleted the words severe and mild to moderate from the Adult Dosage.  The Table of Contents has been updated to reflect the changes.  
Additions to the BLS Section include BLS Treatment of Nerve Agent, EMT Glucose Testing, and BLS Drug Mark 1 Kit.
Lastly, we have added a new miscellaneous section where we will try to keep DOH information as well as Spokane County information.  
Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@aimcomm.com.  Please update staff within 30 days.
October 6, 2004:  The MCI section is now included in the Spokane County MCI-Field Operations Guide (FOG), May 2004 Edition.  It was created to assist emergency response agencies of Spokane County and the greater Inland Empire in the art of incident management.  It is still listed under MCI
January 18, 2005:  2 new drugs, Vecuronium and Etomidate, have been added. Affiliate Guidelines and Affiliate Intent to Cover a Special Event have been added to Miscellaneous.  The Table of Contents has been updated, too.  (Additional update information will be posted here on January 19, 2005 for changes to Anaphylaxis, Dispatch of Medical Personnel, Inter-Facility Transfer, Endotrachael Intubation, and Rapid Sequence Intubation)  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff within 30 days.
January 19, 2005 Update:   

1. Revised Dispatch of Medical Personnel, G7, to add a new 6 under STANDARD.
2. Revised Inter-Facility Transport, G12.  Added a General Principles paragraph, added a new paragraph on first page starting with As a general rule…added a new 2) Cardiac monitoring… after the 5th paragraph.
3. Revised Anaphylaxis, P65.  Moderate BP, Severe BP, and BP in 8 changed.
4. Revised Endotracheal Intubation, R135.  Added a new 6-7-8-9 and ***.
5. Revised Rapid Sequence Intubation, R141.  Added E.
6. Endotrachael Drug Administration, R145, removed Bretylium.
7. Revised Succinylcholine, D190.  Revised THERAPEUTIC EFFECTS revised PRELIMINARY DRUG THERAPY and added Etomidate.
8. New drug Etomidate, D175 A, a short-acting sedative-hypnotic agent.
9. New drug Vecuronium, D190 A, a nondepolorizing neuromuscular blocking agent with rapid onset and intermediate duration of action.
10. Double Lumen Airway and AED Skills Maintenance Policy added to the Miscellaneous section.
11. Revised Affiliate County Operating Procedure and added to the Miscellaneous section.
12. New Affiliate Intent to Cover a Special Event and added to the Miscellaneous section.
13. Updated the Table of Contents, January 2005.
Other minor changes may be noted, too.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff within 30 days.
January 20, 2005 Update:  Revised Phenergan, D188A.  The Adult Dosage/Route was lowered and (use lower dose range for initial treatment in patients > 75 years old) was added.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff within 30 days.
April 15, 2005:  Added the new Infectious Disease Exposure Form (legal size).  If used, you must print and use 3 copies with carbon paper.  This form was created from our old one by the City of Spokane Risk Management and approved by the City of Spokane legal department.  It meets all HIPPA requirements.  All Spokane County EMS jurisdictions are encouraged to use it.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff within 30 days. 
May 5, 2005:  Added an updated copy of the POLST (Physician Order for Life-Sustaining Treatment) form to the Guideline section.  It is not numbered, and, if printed, should be printed on bright lime green stock.  POLST forms may now be signed by physicians, ARNPs, or PA-Cs.  Other physician signed forms are still to be honored.  Changed G 33, EMS-No CPR by adding POLST information and adding that ARNPs and PA-Cs may sign the form.  Removed G 34, EMS-No CPR Directive.  P 71B, Treatment of Patients Exposed to Nerve Agents has been updated.  Numerous changes have been made relating to the treatment using Peds Atropen or MDV.  Please review carefully.  D 168, Atropine, has been updated with the addition of *** in Adult Dosage Indication 4 and Ped doses added for Atropen or MDV in Indication 4.   D 188B, Pralidoxime Chloride, has been updated to add IM/IV and MDV to the Ped Infant and added MDV or MARK 1 to *.  D 190.1, Valium, has been updated with a new Dosage/Route.  Changes are reflected in the May 2005 Table of Contents.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff within 30 days. 
May 23, 2005:  In the Miscellaneous section we have added a copy of the County Operating Procedure Recommendation for Follow-up to a Possible Infectious Disease Exposure*.  EMS agencies should have a business card size of this to give to a citizen who may have provided assistance to a patient at the time of their emergency, illness, or injury, and, in the course of assisting, may have been exposed to an infectious disease.  This is not in the Table of Contents.  The phone number on your business size cards may need to be changed to 324-1542.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff within 30 days.
June 2, 2005:   Now, when you get that urge to make a nomination for an EMS award, you can get the nomination form right here (EMS Awards Nomination Form) or below in the Miscellaneous section.  You can send one in anytime and anyone can do this, too!!
August 3, 2005:  Hypoglycemia, P 69, has added a new 5 relating to insulin pumps.  
Also, Substitute Senate Bill 5708 was passed during the last State legislative session. As of July 24, 2005, this bill eliminated many of the restrictions based on age for the administration of epinephrine by EMTs in appropriate circumstances. In that August and September are our highest months for bee stings, it is important that our EMS providers be familiar with this change in the law.
Specifically, the law says: "All of the state's ambulance and aid services shall make epinephrine available to their emergency medical technicians in the emergency care supplies. The emergency medical technician may administer epinephrine. Nothing in this section authorizes the administration of epinephrine by a first responder."   
Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff within 30 days.
November 7, 2005:  Updated 2 References.  AED Defibrillation Protocol, R119, has changed the Age and Weight Guidelines to:  AEDs may be applied to children down to 1 year of age who remain in cardio pulmonary arrest after 1 minute of CPR.  The smaller children’s pads should be used in this age group and Endotrachael Intubation, R 135, has added:  and/or esophageal detector device to ***4).  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff within 30 days.  
December 1, 2005:  Acetylsalicylic Drug Reference and Chest Pain Protocol amended to allow a dosing range of aspirin from 160-325 mg.  Date and Table of Contents not changed.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff within 30 days.
April 27, 2006:  Ventricular Fibrillation/Pulseless Ventricular Tachycardia, C 46, completely redone in line with AHA 2005 Guidelines:  Bradycardia, C 48, dose range deleted in 1 and 4, IV/IO in 4 and 5;  Stable Wide-Complex Tachycardia, C 50, new 3 with Amiodarone and * and ** added;  Unstable*Wide-Complex Tachycardia, C 51, added IO to 1 and 3 and added 5, 6, and 7;  Crush Injury Syndrome, P 74A, new;  Pediatric Pulseless Ventricular Tachycardia or V-Fib, P 103, redone in line with AHA 2005 Guidelines;  Intraosseous Infusion In Adults, R 148B, new;  Amiodarone, D 166A, new;  Atropine, D 168, Indications 5) added in children or…RSI for adults, Indications 1 range deleted, IO added, and a max dose added, Indications 2-3, IO and a max dose added, Indication 5, IO added, Peds Indication 4, IO added for infant and child, IO added to **;  Lidocaine, D 181, new Indications, Contraindicators Hypersensitivity to the drug added, Adult and Pediatric Dosage/Route redone;  Sodium Bicarbonate, D 189, old Indication 1) deleted and new 3) and 4), Adult Dosage/Route rewritten;  Succinylcholine, D 190, new Contraindications and Precautions/Side Effects added, versed pediatric dosage added to sedate;  Vecuronium, D 190A, new indications added .  Each and every change may not be listed here, so please review carefully.  The Table of Contents have been updated.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff by June 30, 2006.
June 5, 2006:   Amiodarone has been updated to include changes in all routes.  Pulseless Electrical Activity (PEA) has changes to 2 and 3.  The Table of Contents have been updated.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff by June 30, 2006.
June 29, 2006:  Please hold the use of Amiodarone until further notice.  Chest Pain Fibrinolytic Therapy Checklist, C 44A and Stroke Fibrinolytic Therapy Checklist, C 44C have been removed and will no longer be used.  The Table of Contents has been updated.  A few more updates and changes will be coming within the next 10 days or so.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff by July 31, 2006.
July 13, 2006:  The AED Defibrillation Protocol, R119, was omitted from the April 27 update above.  Asystole, C 47, has deleted #3, Chest Pain-Suspected Angina/AMI, C44 has changed #2 and removed all reference to the Chest Pain Fibrinolysis Screen, Oxygen Administration, R 131, has removed numerous devices and added a PEEP valve to the the Bag-Valve Mask, and Endotracheal Intubation, R 135A has added a new #7 for PEEP.  Acute Stroke, C 44B removed all reference to the Stroke Fibrinolytic Screen.  Amiodarone should be completed within a week.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff by August 31, 2006.
July 27, 2006:  Amiodarone, D 166A, has been changed with a few new additions such as the use of Lidocaine for hypersensitivity to this drug, NS instead of D5W, and dilutions specifics for pediatrics.  You may now use it.    Lidocaine, D 181, expanded the Therapeutic Effects, added a 4th Indication and added a 4th dosage route for both adults and pediatrics and added  ****.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff by August 31, 2006.
February 15, 2007:  BLS LVAD, deleted C and 3 and 4 on Page 2.  Field Resuscitation Guidelines, G 30, inserted a new #3at the bottom of page 2.    A new Intraosseous Infusion in Adults, R 148B.  Restraints For Aggressive or Violent Patients, G 43A, was revised to add two new sentences the opening paragraph.  Penetrating Trauma, P 77A, was revised to a new verbiage to #9 relating to EMS providers safety.  Asystole, C 47, was revised to add IO to #1, 2, 3, and *...removed old number 2.  Pediatric Bradycardia, P 101, new 2) under IF PATIENT LOOKS SICK.  Blood Tube Information, R 125, added fully to #3 and revised the order of the tubes and add yellow/marble and a new #4 after that. The last change is a new Reference, Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP), R 149A.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  Please update staff by March 31, 2007.  The Table of Contents have not been updated yet.
February 16, 2007:  The Table of Contents has been updated.
April 26, 2007:  G 42, Emergency Transport of the Physically Disabled and Their Service Animals, was revised to remove the wording Guide Dogs and replace with Service Animals and #2 rewritten and #3 removed. G 43A, Restraints For Aggressive or Violent Patients, changed positional asphyxia in first paragraph to respiratory compromise and removed the words hog-tying in 3) c and hobble in 4).  C 46, Ventricular Fibrillation/Pulseless Ventricular Tachycardia, completely redone in line with AHA changes plus added ** to 13 in reference to Lidocaine.  C 47, Asystole, reviewed with no changes.  C 50, Stable Wide-Complex Tachycardia, changed the asterisks and added **Lidocaine.  C 51, Unstable Wide-Complex Tachycardia, changed the asterisk and added **Lidocaine.  C 55, Pulmonary Edema, removed ET intubation from 3 and added CPAP, added a new 4 and reworded 5, 6, and 8, and added Lasix information in the *.P 60, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, added 5, 6, and 7.  P 69, Hypoglycemia, new 5 to include IO access and new 7.  P 74A, Crush Injury Syndrome, added IO access to 4.  P 102A, Unstable-Wide Complex Pediatric Tachycardia, 5 changed to Amiodarone, added a new 6 and added the **.  P 102B, Stable Wide-Complex Pediatric Tachycardia, 4 changed to Amiodarone, and added **.  R 133A, Capnometry/Capnography is a new Reference.          R 136, Double Lumen Airways, changed 3 and removed *.  R 149A, Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP) was a new Reference in April, was reviewed and no change.  R 151, Needle Cricothyroidotomy, added …or other approved devices such as the Quick Trach.  D 175, Epinephrine-Pediatric, Indication 1 and 6 changed along with  Dosage/Routes.  D 175A, Etomidate, added to Precautions starting with Etomidate may cause…  D 180, Lasix, added Fever and/or hypotension to Contraindications, added 2 new sentences to Precautions, and added * to Dosage/Route.  D 182, Magnesium Sulfate, Pediatric Dosage Indication 2 added over 10-20 minutes.  Max does is 2 gm.  D 191, Ventolin, was reviewed and no changes were made.
Additionally, in keeping with the American Heart changes, the following updates have been made:  P 61, Obstructed Airway:  Conscious Adult was deleted.  P 62, Airway Obstruction:  Adult, was totally redone and replaces Obstructed Airway:  Unconscious Adult.  P 99, Airway Obstruction:  Pediatric, was totally redone and replaces  Pediatric Airway Obstruction By Foreign Body.  A BLS Airway Obstruction:  Pediatric, and a  BLS Airway Obstruction:  Adult will be added to the BLS section.
September 24, 2007:  Restraints For Aggressive or Violent Patients, G 43A, 7, 8, and 9 were added.  Excited Delirium, G 43F, is a new County Operating Procedure including the use of Versed.  Intraosseous Infusion In Adults, R 148B, has added ** to 4 and references alternative sites on the second page.  Conditions For Which Field Assessment of Temperature May Be Beneficial, R 163, is a new Reference concerning the use of thermometers.  Amiodarone,           D 166A, has added...and may repeat every 10 minutes up to a total of 2.2 grams to the Adult Dosage Route Indication 1.  Medical Abbreviations has been added to the Miscellaneous section.
October 3, 2007:  Omitted from the September 24, 2007 update was Versed, D 192, with a new #6 Indication and new Adult Dosage/Route.
December 18, 2007: Almost all of the current Guidelines have been changed from Guidelines to County Operating Procedures.  No actual change has been made to any of the Procedures.  A new Guideline, Recommended Indications for Spinal Precautions in Injured Children, R 161B has been approved for use.  The Table of Contents has been updated.  Please update staff by January 31, 2007.  Every effort is made to insure accuracy and in the event you see an error or omission, please let your EMS Officer know or contact our office by e-mail at ems@spokanecounty.org.  
