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EMS - NO CPR
A sample of the POLST  (Physician Order for Life-Sustaining Treatment) form is provided in the Guideline section.  This was developed as a recognition tools for emergency care providers in cases in which a patient does not desire full resuscitation due to a rapidly deteriorating medical circumstance.  When you find the form in use with a patient, make certain the attending physician, ARNP, or PA-C has signed it.

Other forms of written documentation may appear from time to time.  When they clearly express a wish for limited measures and are signed by a physician, ARNP, or PA-C, they too, should be respected.  The presence of a signed DNR order or physician's order should be recorded in the prehospital care record.

Telephone orders are to be discouraged, unless the EMS provider can identify the physician on the phone.  Consultation with the emergency physician on duty at the potential receiving hospital is an additional option to provide some guidance.

In the absence of an EMS-No CPR form and bracelet, or in case of uncertainty, you are obligated to undertake full resuscitative measures to the full level of your training.

(End)
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