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Determination of Patient

Transport Destination
Patient destination shall be determined according to the following criteria:*

1. Trauma patients:

a. Patients meeting major trauma triage criteria (Step 1 and 2) as defined by State of Washington 
 Prehospital Trauma Triage Destination Procedures will be transported to Providence SHMC, our Level II trauma facility.
b. Patients meeting Step 3 criteria shall be transported to the closest designated trauma facility. 
2. Stroke patients:

a. Time last seen normal  < 3.5 hours:  Follow general patient criteria

b. Time last seen normal   > 3.5 hours to  < 7 hours:  Contact Medical Control (one of the emergency physicians on duty at the nearest community hospital ) to consider recommending transport to the comprehensive Stroke Center at Providence  Sacred Heart Medical Center for the destination decision for these patients.

c. Time last seen normal  > 7 hours:  Follow general patient criteria

3. General patients:

a. Patient request

b. Senior officer judgment

c. MD-to-MD arrangement

* Patient requests and physician-to-physician referrals must, in general, be respected.  However, if in the judgment of the Senior Medical Officer a critical patient requires transport to a nearer hospital for stabilization, it is the Senior Medical Officer’s responsibility to explain this to the

patient or physician.  If a conscious patient or physician who, in the judgment of the Senior Medical Officer, is capable of making a rational decision persists in requesting transport to a different facility, the patient and/or physician request should be followed (see Patient Treatment Rights, page G 15).  Attempt to obtain a signature on a medical release form.
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