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Definition


An affiliate service is an organization that is not required to be licensed under Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 18.73, but may be recognized by the Department of Health as a participant in the EMS and Trauma Care System.  Affiliated services provide response for rescue and/or care of patients in accordance with approved regional and state plans, regional patient care procedures, and Spokane County patient care protocols, and County Operating Procedures, but do not respond with an EMS vehicle.





Examples of these types of services, which may request affiliation, are:


Law Enforcement


Park/forest service personnel


Rescue agencies-includes ski patrol, dive rescue and mountain rescue


Corporations or large private businesses which employ many employees over a large area and are likely to need to perform emergency medical or trauma services on employees or visitors


Government agencies-including the military


Emergency medical training organizations-only for use by instructors who are otherwise unable to be recertified


State Requirements


Ensure EMS personnel employed by or associated with the service who have patient contact, are currently Washington State certified.





Maintain a record of certification for all EMS personnel, which include the level of certification, and the expiration date of their certification.








Follow all state and local laws, rules, protocols, County Operating Procedures and patient care procedures to ensure standards for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of this State.








Follow medical control and protocols established by the county Medical Program Director (MPD).
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Spokane County Requirements





The affiliate must, annually, send a letter to the Spokane County EMS Council stating endorsement and compliance with Spokane County EMS protocols and County Operating Procedures and the East Region EMS Patient Care Procedures and Protocols. 





The affiliate must, on an annual basis, provide the Spokane County EMS Council with evidence of liability coverage ( min. $1million / $3 million ) and notify them immediately if such coverage lapses.





The affiliate must comply with all State of Washington, East Region, and Spokane County data collection and submission requirements.  Specifically, all patient encounters should be documented and either reviewed by the physician advisor or submitted to the Spokane County EMS office.





The affiliate must document their specific commitment to the 911 system for all trauma and medical emergencies.





The affiliate agency must complete the “Affiliate Agency Intent to Cover a Special Event” form that is available from the Spokane County EMS office when operating outside of their normal place of business. The approved form (Affiliate Agency Intent to Cover a Special Event) should be submitted to the jurisdictional EMS agency at least 2 weeks prior to the event.  If an event organizer does not request affiliate coverage soon enough to allow for two week notification to the jurisdictional agency, the form should be completed and submitted as soon as possible.





Non-Compliance


The Spokane County EMS & Trauma Care Council may recommend to the Department of Health any revision, revocation, suspension, modification, or denial of an individual EMS certification or an affiliate recognition.


(End)
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